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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The amount of radioactivity from fallout in the air, surface waters and milk
continues to decrease and is approaching natural levels, according to the Western
Montana Scientists' Committee for Radiation Information.
The announcement is based on the most recent information gathered by the
Department of Health, Education and Welfare and reported by the Department of
Commerce, according to Dr. Robert S. Hoffmann, Montana State University zoologist,
who heads the Montana committee.
The report includes the latest results from Helena of analysis of milk and
shows that radioactivity in the milk is not significantly changed from the previous
month.
The report indicates that the decrease of fallout is occurring sooner than
originally calculated, Dr. Hoffmann said.

He noted an exception in Washington,

where the levels of radioactivity in the Columbia river at Pasco, immediately below
the Hanford atomic energy works, are approximately 300 times the levels in the river
at Wenatchee, immediately above the plant.

The levels at Wenatchee are approaching

natural amounts, he said.
A study of radioactive strontium 90 in Japanese food made between 1957-60
indicates that this component of fallout is still increasing in the diet, but the
rate of increase is falling off.

This is not surprising, Dr. Hoffmann points out,

because the amount of Sr 90 in food would be expected to be correlated with the
cumulative ground deposit rather than with the fallout in the atmosphere at a
particular time.
(more)
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The Montana committee is an outgrowth of President Eisenhower's 1959
directive to the Department of Health, Education and Welfare to intensify its
activities in the field of radiological health.

The department's Division of

Radiological Health collects data on environmental radiation levels for comparison
with data gathered by other federal, state and foreign health agencies.

The

Department of Commerce publishes this information monthly and relays it to state
committees for dissemination, Dr. Hoffmann explained.
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